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Introduction 

Background 

Moonee Valley City Council’s Arts and Culture Strategy, Igniting Creativity in Moonee 

Valley 23-27, highlights live music as an important art form because:   

• 49% of Moonee Valley residents 15+ years attend live music.  

• Moonee Valley is home to some of the longest running music groups in 

Melbourne.  

• Live music enlivens the night-time economy and supports food, hospitality 

and retail businesses.    

Live music is specifically endorsed in relation to Goal 3.3 of the strategy, which aims 

to create opportunities for enlivened activity in night-time precincts.  

These foundations now support the next step: creating a 5-year Live Music Action Plan 

to guide support for live music from 2026 to 2030. This plan will guide how Council, 

local business, venues and community can grow live music across Moonee Valley.   

Live music is part of Moonee Valley’s identity and future. It brings people together, 

supports the local economy and celebrates the unique character of different 

neighbourhoods.    

Despite not being known as a music precinct, the municipality hosts a notable range 

of live music events, from local pubs and bowls clubs to council-run festivals and 

community celebrations. Moonee Valley is home to some of the longest-running 

community music groups, and there is deep local pride in prominent artists such as 

Judith Durham and Tina Arena.    

Previous consultation with musicians, venues and the broader community told us:    

1. Live music matters to our community   

2. The live music sector faces challenges   

3. Interventions will bring social, cultural, and psychological benefits to our 

community   

4. The impact will be lasting.   

By responding to this survey, your ideas and experiences will also help shape a plan 

that supports creativity, strengthens local businesses and makes Moonee Valley a 

place where live music thrives.   
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Council’s role   

Moonee Valley City Council is not the sole driver of local music activity. However, it 

does play a pivotal role in shaping the conditions in which live music can thrive. 

Through this plan, Council can work across the following functions:   

Enabler   

Regularly review the policy and planning environment to improve support for music 

activity.  

Partner   

Where appropriate, collaborate with the local music sector, community organisations, 

venue operators, schools, businesses and government to amplify collective impact. 

Funder   

Seek to provide targeted grants, micro-investments and in-kind support to strengthen 

the sector and activate priority precincts.   

Leader   

Demonstrate best practice through Council-led events and programs that reflect the 

principles of inclusion, cultural safety, environmental sustainability and creative 

excellence.   

Communicator   

Use Council’s platforms to promote local music activity, celebrate success stories and 

encourage community participation.   

Council will also act as a connector and advocate. Council will support musicians to 

navigate regulations, find opportunities and access support, while also ensuring a 

consistent, efficient and music-friendly approach. It will also work as an active 

participant in broader government reforms that impact or improve the outcomes for 

local live music sectors.   
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Live Music Vision   

By 2030, live music is celebrated as a defining feature of Moonee Valley’s local 
identity, venues and public spaces. 

Four Actions   

The Live Music Action Plan directly supports the delivery of Council’s Igniting Creativity 

Strategy 2023–2027, particularly its priority areas:   

1. Celebration of our identity  

Council hosts a range of diverse events and festivals each year. These events and 

festivals enliven our spaces, connect our communities, celebrate our cultures and 

inspire our creativity. How we program these events and festivals will help us to realise 

the Live Music Vision.  

2. A place of boundless creativity   

Advocating for our artists internally, with the community, and with other potential 

investors is an important part of our role. We invest in and provide creative spaces 

and will welcome musicians, creative practitioners, and the creative industries across 

Melbourne and other parts of Victoria, to highlight Moonee Valley as a great place to 

live and work.  

3. Driving culturally led prosperity   

We want the creative industries to be acknowledged as an important element of the 

local economy. We want to connect businesses to artists that match their brand and 

consumers’ interests, and prototype a holistic Night-time Economy (NTE) Precinct by 

providing incentives for local businesses and landlords to host live music.  

This plan will aim to achieve the Igniting Creativity priority areas through the following 

Live Music Actions:   

1. Support local creatives – foster a diverse, inclusive and sustainable music sector   

2. Strengthen the sector – collaborate with stakeholders to identify and advance 

opportunities for career development of those working in live music sector   

3. Identify and activate local precincts – develop and diversify the settings in which 

live music takes place   

4. Champion local music and musicians – campaign across all levels of government 

and beyond to strengthen, promote and advance the local music sector  

These Actions frame how Council, industry and community can work together.    
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Action 1: Support local live music creatives   

Strengthen and diversify the pipeline of local music talent by supporting emerging 

artists, celebrating established musicians and improving access to space, resources 

and visibility.   

Success snapshot – by 2030    

• More local artists contact Council to access information, rehearsal spaces and 

career development support.    

• Moonee Valley is known as a supportive environment for early-stage artists and 

later-career professionals.   

• More young people and under-represented groups are visible in the local music 

scene.   

Initiatives: (this section will list initiatives that address Action 1 once the community 
consultation is complete). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Action 2: Strengthen the live music sector   

Creating a more-coordinated, confident, capable and resilient local live music industry. 

   

Success snapshot – by 2030    

• An increased number of local venues offer paid performance opportunities for 

locals.   

• Music related businesses choose to be based in Moonee Valley.    

• A broader mix of performance spaces are being actively and regularly used.    

• Professional development opportunities occur regularly and are well attended.   

Initiatives: (this section will list initiatives that address Action 2 once the community 
consultation is complete). 
 

  



 

Page 7 

Action 3: Identify and activate local live music precincts   

Develop and diversify the settings in which live music takes place – supported by 

policy, planning and partnerships.   

Success snapshot – by 2030    

• There are established precincts where live music and night-time activity are a 

valued part of local life.    

• The community is more engaged in local gigs and events.    

• Stronger partnerships exist between artists, venues, traders and Council.    

• Safety, identity and energy are improved in key commercial precincts after dark.  

Initiatives: (this section will list initiatives that address Action 3 once the community 
consultation is complete). 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Action 4: Champion local music and musicians   

Campaign broadly to strengthen, promote and advance the local music sector.    

Success snapshot – by 2030    

• Council-led events feature more local artists and reach more diverse 

audiences.    

• A regular rhythm of live music activity is established across seasons and 

neighbourhoods.    

• Accessibility and inclusion are visibly built into event design and delivery.    

• Community pride in and engagement with local music is strengthened.    

Initiatives: (this section will list initiatives that address Action 4 once the community 
consultation is complete). 
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Roadmap / Timeline 

This section will outline which initiatives will be prioritised in subsequent years. 

Next Steps 

2026 

 

 

2027 

 

 

2028 

 

 

2029 

 

 

2030
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